AFGHANISTA I SITUATION REPORT 

NOV. 21- NOV. 27 1988 

ATTRIBUTION, If rtEQPIRED SHOULD BE TO: 

"WESTERN DIPLOMAT 'C SOURCES IN ISLAMABAD" 



2. SU-WARY: 

A. 

COMBAT ACTIVITY DURING THE WEEK WAS FOCUSED ON THE 
SALANG ROAD SOUTH OF THE SALANG PASS. WHILE INCOMING 
RGC'ETS WERE ABOUT THE SAME A3 THE PREVIOUS WEEK THE 
•I PINO CF SCUD MISSILES RESUMED VITH EIGHT LAUNCHES 
ON THREE DIFFERENT DAYS. THE SALANG HOAE WAS CUT CN 
SEVLPAL OCCASIONS AND THE SCAT FRO* KABUL TO 
JALALAPAE PLAINS CLOSED TC CIVILIAN TRAFFIC. 
^UJAHEEIN FFESSURE Of, H23AT AND KANDAHAR HA 5 MALI 
LIFE IN THESE CITIES INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT. THE 
PEGImt CONTINUES TO USE PRESSCANG TACTICS TO 
REPLENISH THE RANKS OF THE MILITARY. THERE WE = E 
REPCRT5 CF AN ATTEMPTED COUP IN KANDAHAR. DESPITE 
RES!'??L V ATTEMPTS KABUL CITY SERVICES CONTINUE TC ?E 
STPAINED. 

3. KABUL CITT MILITARY DEVELOPMENT 5 : WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF APPARENT FIGHTING EETVE2N TWO RA 

MILITARY groups near an ra carriscn in SHARE nau 

•=0. w I21t TC 2l?0 CN NCVEMEKft cl . THElt WAS NO 
C: m BAT WITHIN KABUL CITY El'? INC THE WEEK. THERE 
V!?.! REPORTS 0? SS-1 SCUD MSSIL? FIRINGS CN 
NOVEMBER 23 (ONE AT 13Z0), NOVEMBER 24 (THREE, 
POSSIHLY FOUR, 3ETWESN lUOe AND 1122) ANE NOVEMp.JP 
25 (FOUR AT 1300 OBSERVED BV DIPLOMATS) BRINGING THE 
TOTAL MINIMUM SCCD FIRINGS TC 4-5. TrERi VI?. 2 THREE 
CONFIRMED INCOMING ROCKET INCIDENTS. EHWEEN ltf02 
AND U?C CN NCVEM3ZR 24, TVC ROCKETS IMPACTED NIAP 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN DARULAMAN. AT 1032 CN THE 
SA-E DAT A ROCKET FELL INTO A VEGETABLE MARKET 
NORTHWEST 0: THE SOVIET MILITARY HOSPITAL IN SHAPE 
NAU. AT THE SAME HOUR A ROCKET IMPACTED IN SHOES IN 
PUL-I ."AbfCCC &HAN NEAR TEE KABUL RIVER. NO 
ESTIMATES OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE WERE AVAILABLE CN 
ANY OF THESE ROCKETING S. AT 1930 CN NCVEMEE? 24, A 

ECM3 CN A MILLIE BUS SXFLCDE. 1 ) WHILE THE 2US WAS 
PARKED AT A BUS STOP IN KAP/'E FAR^AN NEAR THE 
CONTINENTAL HOTEL. THREE BUSES WERE DAMACED EUT 
THERE -»E?.E *G FEPORTS CF CASUALTIES. 



•i • <ArlI PROVINCE MILITARY LI VZLO I f I NT 5 

A. •<»="!. »-ST: DIPLOMATS AT XhARGA NOVEMBER 2? 
BZFCPTi: OCCASIONALLY I.MTZN SZ £^AtL ; = fS FI^ t\ T ;;t 
PLAIN SZTWEiN <HASCA H<E AM PACdfAN EUT NO* 
AFTILLE-Y. THZRZ WERE A Nt'MPER CI- EIGF.-ALTITUE • 
SCMBINGS ?.y SOVIET SU-2f> AIRCRAFT PUT THIS WAS 
^CSTLY CONCENTRATED IN THE SlrCfALI. 

B. KABUL NORTH /PA P. WAN: THZRZ '-AS HEAVY FIGHTING 
ALCVS THE SALANG HOAD IN THE SSOfALI AM INTO 
PAFWAN. 3 ;. AVD SOVIET MILITARY UNITS MANAGED TC <LZ? 
THZ SaLA'.G FOAL FRCP BEING CLCSIE JOB fCPZ *r.\U A 
FS* HOU=S HUT THE EISEUPTICNS ^ZFE ZNOLCH TO CAUSE 
TEMPO?. *-RY ?l£L SHORTAGES IN KABUL. ON NOVEMBER 73 
w 'JJAhZ~TN ZESTRCYEE TVC ?.A BTR '£ WTH PCC^ZT 
LAUNCHERS 'JtKILi THE V£SIC1ZS VZRZ PASSING THROUGH 



C. CAPUL ZAST: THE KArUW ALALAEAD 2 CAD RZrAlKED 
CLCSIE TO CIVILIAN TRAFFIC LURING THE *EE*. THERE 
*ZRZ "5FCPTS CF HEAVY FIGHTING IN THE SCP'Jrl APIA 
BUT THZ POWER PYLONS FZFCRTZI LZSTROYZI SEVERAL 
■iZZ'.S EARLIER WHICH CONTRIBUTED TC KAEUL FCWZR 
SHCPTAGZ5 AFPEAPZ: TC HAVE BEEN REFAIFEI. 

L. ^ABUL SCUTH: LITTLE MILITARY ACTIVITY VAS 
REPORTED I?: THE AREA BUT THERE WERE REPORTS CF 
CONTINUED SOVIET AIRCRAFT =0< v ?ING ALONG T = v F.O*D TO 
LCGAR. 
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PROVINCIAL MILITARY I S7ZICP*! -NTS 

A RECENT VISITOR TC hSRAT STATE! THERE ARE 
li* TROOFS IN THE CITY AND SOME »EFE 
WITHIN THE PAST TWO fcEESS. THE SOVIETS 
ROAD OPEN TO TCRGhU'DI TC ENSURE AMMUNITION 
:R MILITARY SUPPLIES ARK AVAILABLE PUT FCCD 
FOR THZ CIVILIAN POPULATION IS IN SHORT 
ELECTRIC PCWER IS AVAILABLE ONLY AT NIGHT. 
G IS FREQUENT AND RA TANKS WHICH USED TC BE 
SIDE OF THE CITY NCW PEGULAPLY PATROL INSIDE 

ITSELF. IN TEE FAST FEW fCNTRS fCRE TEAN 
SZS HAVE BEEN CZSTP.OYED BY ROCiZTS. RA 
S POOR AND THE GOVERNOR C? HERAT NOW 
LY SPENDS MORE TIME IN KAEUL. 






: RECENT TRAVELERS TC iANlAHAR REPORT THAT 
E AIRPORT IS STILL CLOSED TC CIVILIAN 
MILITAFY TRAFFIC IS FREQUENT BOTH AT MGHT 




U? AND 7A<Z OFF. RA MG-?1 

TC :CMr M'JAH-TiN LOCATION' IN TH2 
A^:.A .-.N^ r:/IUr\ i >• A ?!'* MI!:t:T2S. 0N NCVI^ER 2? 

i-z ?c::-s c? 12 ra military \iFt lie:**. :c iasul 
from x ant*ka:: . 

nangarhar: on ncvzmrzr 27. and 21 there "ias heavy 
fighting is the tcrkham area a^d there '*ere reports 
on november 2? that toe\kam ft ad seen retaken ry the 

va?.:a£: recent visitors from ma it an shap report thi 
mtjahelin essentially ccnteoi the city although they 
co l .ct occupy it. thz ra °ocse?s thi city daily. 
*':::-: cf the city's population, caught in the mddle, 

HIS LEFT Am: MAEI ITS V; AY TO 1A- ; UL. 

6. HU**M RIGHTS DEVELOPMENT : PEZSSCANCINO CF 

STUDENT; AND OTHERS C0M1MZS. ~*C BIFICJ-ATS 01 
MILITARY ACE VftSS STOPPED BY AFGHAN OFFICIALS CN THE 
STR2ET AND AS'.ED TO SHOW FRCCF 0? MILITARY SERVICE. 
ALTHOUGH THE OFFICIALS APOLOGIZED TO THZ DIPLOMATS 
FOR THI " I STAKE THEY *ZRE NOT SO GENEROUS *IT3 
A~GH».N CITIZEN'S. A NEARLY TRUCK CONTAINING WHAT 
APrtARZD TC 5E STUDENTS fADE IT CLEAR VtHAT HAPPENED 
TC THOSE W'HC DID NOT HAVE DCCU^.T At ION TC PROVE 
THEIR MILITARY STATUS. 

?. .' POLITICAL/M.ILITARY/ZCCXCMC DZV ZLOF^ZNTS 

A. '.AV'DaHAR COUP AITEHPT. SOVIET PRESS SPOKESMAN 
GZRASIMCV REPORTED AN ATTEMPTED COUP TOOK FL/CE ON 
NOV EKE:?. 22-21 IN s AND AH A?. WHEN SCME MILITARY 
LEADERS C? THE PROVINCE ATTEMPTED TC LEAD SC V E 420 
"EXTREMISTS" INTO THE SECOND CORPS HEAICUARTZRS FUT 
WERE THWARTED WHEN LOYAL REGIES SOLDIERS AMRCSfiFD 
THE EXTREMISTS AND FORCED TEEM To RETREAT. SECOND 
CORPS COMMANDER ULOMI ,WKO WAS l* KABUL FC* A MEDAL 
PRESENTATION CEREMONY, RETURNED TC KANDAHAR NOVEMBER 
23. NO FURTHER DETAILS ON THZ AECRTIVE COUP HAVE 
FEES RELEASED AND NORMALLY INFORMED OBSERVERS RAVE 
NO INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ALLEGED EVENT. SCVIET 
f-CTIVATICS IN PUBLICIZING IT IS UNCLEAR. 

2. CONTINUED PRESSURE CN tABUI CITY SERVICES: 
DURING THE PAST '.VEEE ADDITIONAL FUEL AND FOOL STOCKS 
VERS PRCUGHT INTO £A?UL , ALLEVIATING SOMEWHAT THE 
LC'.G LINES AT FUEL STATIONS AND SfiCRTAGiS CF STABLE 
FOOD ITEMS SUCE AS ERE AD. bOVEVEP, THE RECLCSING 05 
THE KArUL-JALALABAE ROAD HAS CONTINUED TC PREVENT 



FMISTAM FOODSTUFFS FROM REACHING KABUL. IN 
ADDITION TO MILITARY FF2SSUPIS ON THE SAIANG ROAD 
LIFELINE TG THE SOVIET UNION, THZ ONSET 05 WINTIR 
'* 1 1 L EUHTHEF COrFLICATE PESUFFLY EFFORTS. THE FIRST 
SNCV HAS FALLEN IN THE HIGH FOUNTAINS AND 
TEMPERATURES HAVE FALLEN EELCW FREEZING AT NIGET 
CURING THE PAST V.EE4. DIPLOMATS REPORT THAT AFGHANS 
ARE BEGINNING TO liCARE ESSENTIAL ITEMS IN 
ANTICIPATION OF FURTHER SHORTAGES. THE HOARtlNG 
PUTS ADDITIONAL PRESSURE CN THE SUPPLY STSTE*. AT 
LEAST TVC SUGAR HOARDERS HAVE BEEN ARRETTED FY T?E 



~. V v z::a DEVELOPMENTS 

A. EARLY CLOSURE 0? SCHOOLS: /1ABUL CEDIA CAFRI1I A 
NU M PEE OF STORIES CONCERNING THE END OF THE SCHOOL 
YEA? FOR ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS PANGING SECT 
PROVINCIAL SCHCCLS TO iAeUL UNIVERSITY. UNMENTICNFD 
I? THE FACT THAT SCHOOLS ARE CLOSING CONSIDERABLY 
EARLIER THAN USUAL. INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE EARLY 
CLOSINGS APE ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO ALLEVIATE FUEL 
SHORTAGES. 

3. AFGHAN AIRCRAFT SECT uCVti IN PAKISTAN: KA2UL 
MEDIA ARE STATING THAT THE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT THAT 
WAS SHOT DOWN INSIDE PAKISTAN N0VE W 3ER 19 «AS LOST 
ANT DESPITE EMERGENCY SIGNALS FCR ASSISTANCE WAS 
SHOT r-0*N INTENTIONALLY. IN ADDITION , TEE PA REGIME 
CLAIMS THAT THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT IS OBSTRUCTING 
THE RSTUFN CF THE BODIES CE THE VICTIMS. 



